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St Thomas, the apostle who was 
absent from the room when Jesus 
appeared to the other disciples, and 
who said he would not believe until he 
put his hand into Jesus’ side, has given 
his name to sceptics ever since. You 
doubting Thomas has become a term 
of reproach. But his attitude is very 
understandable: not only was he being 
asked to believe something that was 
literally incredible, it was something so 
important, and so desirable, that he 
needed to be sure that others were not 
dreaming on his behalf. Of course, 
Thomas was given the proof that he 
needed, Here we show two pictures, 

one by Duccio from  1461, and one from Caravaggio nearly one hundred and 
fifty years later.  

 
The Duccio (above), is 
rather stylised, and offers a 
clear depiction of the event, 
but without much sense of 
involvement. In contrast 
Caravaggio takes us in 
close, and brings out the 
drama of this pivotal 
moment. Here Thomas 
advances his finger with an 
expression which mingles 
curiosity and trepidation, 
and the other disciples look 
on with intense interest, 

rather than forming the polite audience of Duccio. Thomas immediately lost all 
his doubts – not only about the resurrection of Jesus but his divinity also: his cry 
was My Lord and My God. 
 

The story of Thomas is found in John, but other gospels also emphasise the 
physicality of the resurrected Jesus. In Luke, when Jesus appears to the 
disciples he says Why do doubts rise in your minds? Look at my hands and 
feet. It is I myself. Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and bones. 
So it was not just Thomas who doubted, but the more personal story in John is 
more memorable than the general invitation in Luke, just as the Caravaggio has 
very much more impact than the Duccio. 

 


